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Then they journeyed from Bethel; and when there was still some

distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and she suffered
severe labor.
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“Do not fear, for now you have another son.”
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So Rachel died and was buried
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Zebulun;
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Leah’s maid: Gad and Asher. These are the sons of Jacob who were
born to him in Paddan-aram.
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1.

Jacob instructed his family to put away foreign gods, to purify themselves, and to
change their clothes as they prepared to build an alter at Bethel (verses 1-2). How
do we prepare ourselves today for a closer, more intimate and dedicated service
to God? See James 4:5-10. What in your life needs to change to have a more
intimate, joyful walk with God?
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2.

God not only reiterated that Jacob’s name was now Israel (verse 10), but God also
revealed one of His names, El Shaddai, or God Almighty (verse 11). How can
knowing that our God is “almighty” change the way we trust Him and serve
Him?
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3. The 35th chapter of Genesis ends with a review of Jacob’s 12 sons (the founders of
the 12 Tribes of Israel) and the death of Jacob’s father, Isaac. It says in verse 29 that
when Isaac died he was “an old man of ripe age,” literally, “and satisfied with
days.” What will it take for us to be “satisfied with days” when it’s time for us to
be with Jesus? Who do you know who could fit this description, satisfied with
their lives when they pass into eternity?
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