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1.

How can we balance Joseph’s going to Canaan (with a very large entourage) to
bury his father Jacob, recorded in verses 1-14, with Jesus’ teaching in
Matthew 8:20-21 and Luke 9:59-60 about letting “the dead to bury their
own dead?” How do we resolve this apparent conflict in the Bible’s teaching?
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2.

Good and evil (seen since the Garden of Eden) are played out in Joseph’s life
as he responds to his brothers’ repentance and request for forgiveness with
the word in verse 20 “...you meant it for evil, but God meant it for
good.” What had Joseph’s brothers done to him (Genesis 37: 1-36)? How
have you seen God turn evil into good through someone’s life? Your own life?
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3.

In verses 24-25 Joseph refers to his family’s future return “to the land
which He [God] promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob”
and made them promise to carry his bones to that promised land. What
significance does this have for the nation Israel (see Genesis 12:1;
13:15,17; 15:7, 18; 28:4; 35:12)? What significance does this have for us
today. (see Micah 5:2 and Luke 2:1-7)?

3.

In verses 24-25 Joseph refers to his family’s future return “to the land
which He [God] promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob”
and made them promise to carry his bones to that promised land. What
significance does this have for the nation Israel (see Genesis 12:1;
13:15,17; 15:7, 18; 28:4; 35:12)? What significance does this have for us
today. (see Micah 5:2 and Luke 2:1-7)?

